Midlands Notes, August 1: Czech festival fun, statu e rebuilding

WILBER, Neb. - Visitors to this weekend's Czech Festival not only can dine on
duck, dumplings and kolaches but also contribute to the rebuilding of a Czech
independence monument destroyed by the Nazis in 1941.

Representatives of the American Friends of the Czech Republic will be on hand,
promotint the rebuilding of a bronze statue of Woodrow Wilson that once stood at the
main train station in Prague.

The U.S. president is regarded as the "godfather of Czech independence” because of
his support of the creation of an independent Czech state after World War I, said
Robert Doubek, founder of the Washington, D.C.-based Friends group.

The Wilson statue was erected in 1928 by Americans of Czech descent. The Friends
group is trying to raise $500,000 to rebuild it.

It would be a counterpart to a statue erected in 2002 in Washington of Tomas
Masaryk, who led the Czech independence movement.
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Poznamky z Midlands, 1. srpna: Ceska festivalova zabava, p Festavba sochy

Wilber, Nebraska — Navstévnici vikendového Ceského festivalu mohou nejen
pojist kachnu, knedliky a kolace, ale mohou také pfispét k znovuobnoveni pamatniku
Ceské nezavislosti zniceného v roce 1941 nacisty.

Zastupci AFoCR budou po ruce, aby propagovaly znovuobnoveni bronzové
sochy Woodrowa Wilsona, ktera kdysi stala pfed budovou Hlavniho nadrazi v Praze.

~Americky prezident je povazovan za ,kmotra ¢eské nezavislosti“, a to diky své
podpofe pfi vzniku nezavislého ¢eskeho statu®, Fekl Robert Doubek, zakladatel
skupiny Pratel, ktera sidli ve Washingtonu, D.C.

Ameri¢ané ¢eského puvodu vztyc€ili Wilsonovu sochu v roce 1928. Skupina
Pratel se snazi vybrat na novou vystavbu 500 000 $.

Bude protipélem sochy TomasSe Masaryka, ktery vedl Ceské hnuti za
nezavislost, vzty&ené v roce 2002 ve Washingtonu.
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